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	The British Institute in Eastern Africa GAS Scheme 2026
	

The Graduate Attachment Scheme (GAS)
Information and Application Form 
The BIEA Graduate Attachment Scheme (GAS) 
Graduate attachments offer recent graduates with an interest in further studies in any discipline in the humanities and social sciences in Africa, the opportunity to gain practical research experience and develop their networks in a three-month enrolment at the BIEA in Nairobi, Kenya.  BIEA graduate attachés will: Develop their research interests in the region using our well-stocked library to work on a literature review. 
· Gain practical experience of conducting research in Eastern Africa, including using archives, visiting potential research sites, and working as a research assistant for innovative historical, archaeological, anthropological, political science or legal projects.
· Establish international networks with early career and established researchers.
· Gain administrative skills and experience by assisting the BIEA in the organisation of events and in the day-to-day activities of the institute.  
· Enrol for beginner, intermediate or advanced Kiswahili classes (if needed).

[bookmark: _Hlk129694933]The BIEA will cover the cost of travel to and from Nairobi, and a visa if required for the period of the attachment. Graduate attachés will also receive a monthly stipend for the duration of their attachment, and the BIEA will assist in identifying suitable accommodation if needed. The GAS scheme will run in two cohorts: July – September and September – November 2026. Applicants should indicate their preferred cohort although this cannot be guaranteed. Successful applicants will be expected to supply a blog/ short report for BIEA’s Annual Review (with photo); make a post on LinkedIn; and acknowledge BIEA support in any outputs. Download further details, and the application form here. Apply by 5pm BST / 7pm EAT, Friday 1 May 2026.

Eligibility 

To be eligible, applicants must:
· Have a strong academic record: at a minimum you must be a final year undergraduate student close to completion in humanities or social sciences, intending to proceed to a masters. We welcome applications from recent masters’ students who are intending to proceed to PhD. 
· Have some experience of studying/researching in or about Africa, and a clear interest in developing your own research and future academic career in this area. 
· Be able to show significant initiative and be ready to offer enthusiastic assistance for various research projects and subsequent data analysis. 
· Be based in either the UK or Eastern Africa (any of the 18 countries stretching from Sudan to Mozambique). 
· Should not have received any previous awards from the BIEA. 
· Candidates should arrange for a letter of support from their current or most recent academic supervisor/referee to be sent directly to BIEA at g.a.s@biea.ac.uk. by the closing date.

Conditions 

· All BIEA grant recipients will be required to be paid-up members of BIEA for at least the year the grant is awarded. Joining instructions can be found here.
· You must be willing to comply with the BIEA code of conduct if awarded a place. A breach of the code of conduct may lead to a suspension of your award.
· BIEA Graduate Attachés (GAS) may only conduct desk-based research of their own during their time at the BIEA. If this desk-based research requires the use of facilities outside the BIEA, they must submit a risk assessment to the Kenya Director for consideration before conducting such research. The attaché must seek advice on whether such research requires a research permit and ensure any necessary permits are in place before the activity takes place. 
· As part of their time with the BIEA, GAS may participate in the research and activities of other researchers. This will have already undergone ethics, risk, and data management assessment.
· You will be under the supervision of Kenya Director, Dr Kennedy Gitu for the three-months duration of the scheme.  

Please complete the form below, insert a CV and complete the declaration. Submit your application to g.a.s@biea.ac.uk. Your email should use the subject heading ‘GAS 26 [SURNAME]’. 

Note that:
· It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that their reference reaches BIEA by the closing date. BIEA reserves the right to consult additional referees. You should ask your your referee to use the subject heading: ‘GAS 26 [SURNAME OF APPLICANT] REFERENCE’.
· Applicants are welcome to contact grants@biea.ac.uk for advice in advance of the proposal.
· We will endeavour to inform successful applicants by mid-May. If you have not heard from us by the end of May 2026, please consider your application unsuccessful this time. 



APPLICATION FORM

1. Name:
						

2. Present level (e.g. postgraduate; final year undergraduate) and academic institution:


3. Degree(s) with date(s) awarded or due: If you are in your final year you must show evidence of your grades/expected completion (either by adding a copy of your transcript or asking your referee to include details in the reference). 


4. Contact details including address; telephone number including country code; and email.


5. Preferred cohort (July – September OR September – November):


6. Return destination:


7. Accommodation needed during stay in Nairobi (yes/no):


8. Nationality (for visa processing):


9. Applicant Statement. Explain why you want to join the scheme, why you feel your application should be successful, and where you think the scheme will lead you in terms of your future career aspirations (maximum 500 words):


10. Research Interests. Outline why you are interested in this topic and any research or output you have completed in relation to this so far. Also outline how you would like to develop this research in the future, and how being part of the GAS scheme would help you to do this (maximum 500 words):


11. Name, position, and institution of your current or most recent academic supervisor/referee:


12. CV (maximum 2 pages):












DECLARATION

In making this application, I confirm

(a) That the details given are correct;
(b) That, if awarded a place on the programme, I will abide by all BIEA policies and procedures; 
(c) That I will conform with any additional conditions that may be attached to the grant notification.
(d) That completing and submitting this form and so entering this correspondence, I give consent for BIEA to hold and process my personal data in line with the BIEA Data Management Policy. See www.biea.ac.uk/forms & policies for more details.



Signed:							Date:
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