[image: A picture containing logo

Description automatically generated]
The British Institute in Eastern Africa Writing Fellowship


WRITING FELLOWSHIP
Information and Application Form
This three-month fellowship supports recent postdoctoral scholars to produce publication-ready research articles within the humanities and social sciences, focused on Eastern Africa. Articles should be based on PhD research completed within the last two years, at the time of application, and prepared for submission to either Azania: Archaeological Research in Africa or the Journal of Eastern African Studies. Fellows will work independently to complete the article by the end of the fellowship agreement and may be based at home, their own institution, or use BIEA library in Nairobi. The fellowship provides a stipend of £1,200 per month for three months, at the end of which the article must be submitted to the relevant journal. 
Applicants must confirm that they will not undertake more than 15 hours per week of other employment during the period covered by the writing grant. Fellowships can be commenced at a convenient time for the successful applicants, providing that the contract is completed by 31 January 2027. BIEA does not provide production, proofreading or language checking support; these will remain the responsibility of the authors. In addition to the article, fellows must supply a blog/ short report for BIEA’s Annual Review (with photo); make a post on LinkedIn; and acknowledge BIEA support in the publication. They must also be prepared to give a public presentation at the BIEA (either in person, or online), upon request and at a mutually convenient time. Download further details, and the application form here. Apply by 5pm BST / 7pm EAT, Friday 1 May 2026.

Eligibility 
· You must have completed your PhD and passed your viva before taking up the writing grant. 
· You can apply if you are working under an existing part-time contract as long as it specifies not more than 15 hours of work per week. You cannot apply if you have an existing full-time contract, even where the hours of work are less than full-time in practice i.e. if you are paid as a lecturer on a full-time salary you are not eligible unless you take unpaid leave for the duration of the writing consultancy (even if you only lecture for 15 hours per week or less). 
· The research upon which your proposed article is based must either have been undertaken in or about one of the eighteen countries stretching from Sudan to Mozambique that are part of Eastern Africa or relate to the people from this region. 
· You must be able to provide one academic reference by the submission deadline. 
· You must be able to demonstrate that you can complete the article by 31 January 2027. 

Conditions
· All BIEA award recipients will be required to be paid-up members of BIEA for at least the year of the fellowship. Joining instructions can be found here.
· Recipients must work in their home institution, independently, or in the BIEA Nairobi library; no office space will be provided.  
· Payment schedule: monthly on receipt of the following deliverables:
· Month 1: Detailed outline of article
· Month 2: Article demonstrably 50% completed.
· Month 3: Article complete and submitted.
· It is the applicant’s responsibility to produce their article as per the specification for the relevant journal. These specifications can be found on the following links: JEAS ; Azania The BIEA selection panel play no role in accepting or declining manuscripts for JEAS or Azania.
· It will be essential to keep BIEA informed of progress, especially if any difficulties arise.
· You must supply a blog/ short report (500-750 words with photo) and make a post on LinkedIn by 31 March 2027. 
· You must be willing to give a public presentation (either in person or online) upon request and at a mutually convenient time. 
· You must also reference BIEA support in any future outputs related to the award and provide BIEA with copies. 

Please complete the form below, insert a CV and complete the declaration. Submit your application to grants@biea.ac.uk . Your email should use the subject heading ‘Writing 26 [SURNAME]’. 

Note that:
· It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that their reference reaches BIEA by the closing date. BIEA reserves the right to consult additional referees. You should ask your referee to use the subject heading: ‘Writing 26 [SURNAME OF APPLICANT] REFERENCE’.
· Applicants are welcome to contact grants@biea.ac.uk for advice in advance of the proposal.
· We will endeavour to inform successful applicants by the end of May 2026. If you have not heard from us by 1 June 2026, please consider your application unsuccessful this time. 




APPLICATION FORM

1. Name:	

					
2. Current employment (if any, including hours per week): 


3. Degree(s) with date(s) awarded:


4. Contact details (including physical address, telephone with country code, and email address): 


5. Nationality (for tax calculation purposes):


6. Details of previous awards from the BIEA (if any):


7. Doctoral thesis abstract (maximum 500 words):


8. Copy of award certificate:


9. Abstract and outline of the content of the proposed article (maximum 1500 words in total):
· Make sure to indicate the key arguments you will make, the research methods and findings upon which the article is based and how it contributes to the existing literature. 



10. Name, position, and institution of primary PhD or postdoctoral supervisor/examiner. You will need to arrange for a reference from your supervisor to be sent directly to BIEA at grants@biea.ac.uk by the closing date. 


11. CV (maximum 2 pages):








DECLARATION
In making this application, I confirm

(a) That the details given are correct;
(b) That, if successful, I will abide by all BIEA policies and procedures and the terms laid out in the fellowship consultancy agreement; 
(c) That if successful, I will undertake no more than 15 hours paid work per week for the period of the fellowship. I understand that if I am currently working under a full-time contract, even if the hours I work in practice are less, I am not eligible to apply for this fellowship programme. 
(d) That I have not applied for any of the other BIEA 2026-2027 grant opportunities.
(e) That I will conform with any additional conditions that may be attached to the grant notification.


Signed:					Date: 


*By completing and submitting this form and so entering into this correspondence, you give consent for BIEA to hold and process your personal data in line with the BIEA Data Management Policy. See www.biea.ac.uk/forms &policies for more details.
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