[image: A picture containing logo

Description automatically generated]
ENDANGERED HERITAGE RESEARCH GRANT
Information and Application Form
This funding opportunity is open to UK-based postdoctoral researchers in archaeology or history (at any career stage) to undertake research on cultural heritage threatened by climate change, conflict, urbanization or neglect – including archaeological sites, monuments, memorials, endangered crafts or oral traditions. Applicants must have proven experience of research in Eastern Africa and demonstrate an active collaboration with at least one institutional partner or co-investigator based in any of the eighteen countries spanning Sudan to Mozambique. Proposals should include innovative research questions and/or methodologies; provide a clear justification for the selected heritage focus; and outline a budget of up to £8000.
The successful candidate will be expected to undertake field research. They will demonstrate how their findings address a critical knowledge gap on endangered cultural heritage in Eastern Africa, and how they will contribute to a peer-reviewed publication. The proposal will indicate the potential to generate at least one policy recommendation either for relevant national or international authority/ies in the research area. It will also explain how the grant will serve as seed funding to develop future collaborative research bids. 
Successful applicants will be expected to complete the research by 28 February 2027. They must supply a blog/ short report for BIEA’s Annual Review (with photo); make/provide text for a post on LinkedIn; and acknowledge BIEA support in any outputs. Apply by 5 pm BST / 7pm EAT, Friday 8 May 2026.
 
Eligibility 
· You must be based in the UK and have evidence of a formal affiliation with a recognized higher educational institution, or a national research/heritage organization in the UK.
· You must demonstrate a viable collaboration with an institutional research partner or co-investigator based in Eastern Africa.
· The research must take place in any of the eighteen countries stretching from Sudan to Mozambique that are part of Eastern Africa (Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe).
· You must be able to provide one academic reference by the submission deadline. 
· You must be able to secure your own institutional risk assessment and may also be required to provide evidence of ethics clearance, a data management plan, and insurance before undertaking the research.
· Grants can be used to support the collaboration of research partners or co-investigators; to cover the cost of travel, to contribute towards the costs of events or outputs.  
· We do not fund costs of the applicant’s or supervisor’s time, honorariums, institutional overheads, or (in most cases) the cost of equipment or books. We only fund economy travel. BIEA may occasionally ask applicants to revise budgets for further consideration.
· You must be able to demonstrate that you can complete the activity by 28 February 2027.
· Anyone who has been awarded a BIEA grant in the past year, in any category, cannot apply for this grant. 

Conditions 

· All BIEA grant recipients must be paid-up members of BIEA for at least the year the grant is awarded. Joining instructions can be found here.
· A Risk Assessment by the applicant’s own institution will need to be in place before the research project takes place and BIEA must receive a copy of this in advance. Evidence of approval must be provided to the BIEA before the grant is released, which should be no later than 8 October 2026. If this condition is not met, the offer may be withdrawn.
· It will be essential to keep BIEA informed of the progress about the implementation of the project, especially if any difficulties arise.
· The project must be completed by 28 February 2027, and grant-holders will be required to send a comprehensive financial summary including scans of receipts within two weeks of completion. The BIEA’s financial accounting template will be provided and should be used to submit the financial report.
· You must supply a blog/ short report (500-750 words with photo), provide at least one policy recommendation for the relevant national or international authority/ies in your research area and make a post on LinkedIn (or supply BIEA with a short text to post) by 31 March 2027. 
· You must also reference BIEA support in any future outputs related to the award and provide BIEA with copies. 
· You will need to comply with the BIEA Code of Conduct and Research Policy.

Please complete the form below, insert a CV and complete the declaration. Submit your application to grants@biea.ac.uk . Your email should use the subject heading ‘HERITAGE 26 [SURNAME]’. 

Note that:
· It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that their reference reaches BIEA by the closing date. BIEA reserves the right to consult additional referees. You should ask your referee to use the subject heading: ‘HERITAGE 26 [SURNAME OF APPLICANT] REFERENCE’.
· Applicants are welcome to contact grants@biea.ac.uk with practical questions in advance of the proposal, however grants will be evaluated by a panel of researchers associated with/invited by the BIEA Research Committee.  
· We will endeavour to inform successful applicants by 1 June 2026. If you have not heard from us by mid-June 2026, please consider your application unsuccessful this time. 


APPLICATION FORM 

1. Name of lead applicant				


2. Present position and institution / organization


3. Degree(s) with date(s) awarded


4. Contact details (including physical address, telephone with country code, and email address) 


5. Details of previous awards from the BIEA (if any)


6. Title of proposed research and brief abstract (maximum 150 words)


7. Location(s) of proposed endangered heritage research project 


8. Provide details of your intended project partner(s) or co-investigator based in Eastern Africa (including names/institutions) and their roles in the project (maximum 250 words) 


9. Applicant Statement (maximum 1,000 words)
· Why should this research be funded? What is the background to the project? Have any other funds been applied for/awarded? What research permits are required and how do you plan to obtain these? Are you able to obtain your own institutional ethics review, risk assessment and data management plan by 8 October 2026? 


10. Description of project (maximum 1000 words) 
· What is your research question(s); research context; methodology; key literature/debate and likely contribution to knowledge?  How does the research address the problem of endangered heritage? How will the findings be disseminated/published? 





11. Research timeline (maximum 150 words)
· List months with key dates and deadlines (note that the institutional risk assessment must be in place by 8 October 2026 and research must be completed by 28 February 2027 and reported on within two weeks).


12. Ethics and Risks (maximum 250 words)
· How will your project manage risks and meet all relevant health and safety regulations? What ethical concerns will it raise and how will these be addressed? What data protection concerns will it raise and how will these be addressed?



13. Relevance to future impact (maximum 150 words)
· How is your research relevant to the protection or preservation of endangered cultural heritage (for instance how might you build upon it to contribute to memory, changing practices or policies)? 


14.  Relevance to future collaborative research
· What ideas do you have to build upon your research with future collaborative research bids involving the BIEA as an institutional partner, and/or involving a BIEA Senior/Postdoctoral Researcher, Research Associate and other Eastern African institutions. 



15.  Project timeline 
· List months with key dates and deadlines. 


16.  Ethics and Risks (maximum 150 words)
· How will your project manage risks and meet all relevant health and safety regulations?
· What ethical concerns will it raise (if any) and how will these be addressed?
· What data protection concerns will it raise (if any) and how will these be addressed?


17. Itemized Budget 
· Insert a table with details of costs and brief justifications, and the total amount requested. See the conditions on what we do and do not fund. 


18. Name, position, and institution of referee and their relationship to the applicant. You will need to arrange for a reference to be sent directly to BIEA at grants@biea.ac.uk by the closing date. 


19. CV (maximum 2 pages, paste here)


DECLARATION
In making this application, I confirm

(a) That the details given are correct.
(b) That I have not applied for any of the other BIEA 2026-2027 grant opportunities.
(c) That I will conform with any additional conditions that may be attached to the grant award.


Signed:							Date:


*By completing and submitting this form and so entering into this correspondence, you give consent for BIEA to hold and process your personal data in line with the BIEA Data Management Policy. See www.biea.ac.uk/forms & policies for more details.
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